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PENNSYLVANIA POLICYMAKERS 
 
The Pennsylvania Senate and the House of Representatives will reconvene in voting session on Monday, 
April 8 at 1:00 PM. 
 
 

Senate  
 
 On March 12, the Senate unanimously passed Senate Bill 470 (Sen. Patrick Browne, R-6) which 

would establish a Legislative Commission on Special Education Funding to develop a formula 
for the distribution of any increases in special education funding above the 2010-2011 funding level.  
In determining the factors used in the special education formula, the Commission may use three cost 
categories of special education students based on the range of student service needs; determine a 
weighted special education student count based on the average of the three most recent school years 
for each category with parameters to limit over identification of students; and make adjustments for 
market value/personal income aid ratio, equalized millage rates, and geographic price differences in 
each school district.  The special education formula developed by the Commission would not go into 
effect unless the formula is approved by an act of the General Assembly.  The Commission, a fifteen 
member panel, must issue a report of its findings to the Governor and Legislature no later than 
September 20, 2013.  In addition, the Commission is charged with receiving public input and 
gathering information on charter and cyber charter school funding reimbursement related to special 
education students and to draft proposed regulations and legislation based on its findings.   

 
In addition, SB 470 would establish new accountability requirements for school districts serving 
special education students including new requirements for special education plans filed with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).  The bill would require the Special Education 
Contingency Fund to remain in effect to meet the needs of extraordinary special education 
expenses not anticipated through the special education funding formula.  School districts and charter 
and cyber charter schools would continue to apply for these resources within PDE.  The use of these 

http://www.eplc.org/
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funds would be documented in an annual report to the General Assembly.  SB 470 would also 
establish, to the extent that funds are appropriated by the General Assembly, a competitive grant 
program for school districts and  charter schools that meet certain criteria with respect to providing 
instruction to special education students in a regular classroom; meeting state reading and math 
standards for special education students; and implementing programs or services that serve as a 
model of excellence for meeting high standards for inclusion and student achievement through quality 
special education.  SB 470 was referred to the House Education Committee on March 14.  
  

 On March 14, the Senate Committees on Education and Veterans Affairs and Emergency 
Preparedness held a follow-up public hearing on school safety, focusing on how preschools, 
parochial schools, and public and private colleges plan for and respond to both internal and external 
threats.  The Committees heard testimony from Auditor General Eugene DePasquale, who 
oversees school safety audits; Alison Kiss of the Clery Center for Campus Security; campus police 
from the Luzerne County Community College; spokespersons from the Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference; and representatives of other schools and child care centers.  Written testimony was 
submitted by the Pennsylvania School Bus Association and the Education Law Center.  

 
       Click here to read the written testimony submitted and to view a video account of the hearing.  
 
 On March 19, the Senate Education Committee reported the following legislation from Committee 

for further consideration by the full Senate: 
 

 Senate Bill 10 (Sen. Joseph Scarnati, R-25) would allow Office of Safe Schools within the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education to make targeted grants to school entities and 
municipalities to fund programs which address school violence by establishing or enhancing 
school security, including costs associated with the training and compensation of school 
resource officers and school police officers.  Currently, approximately $500,000 a year is 
awarded in Safe Schools Targeted Grants.  SB 10 would increase that amount to a total of $10 
million per year.  Schools would be authorized to use the funding for other school safety purposes 
in addition to armed security, including: security planning and purchase of security-related 
devices such as metal detectors, surveillance equipment, electronic locks and deadbolts, risk 
assessment and violence prevention curricula and plans, as well as conflict resolution and 
dispute management programs.  SB 10 was approved by a vote of 10-1.   

 

 Senate Bill 60 (Sen. Kim Ward, R-39) would amend the Public School Code of 1949 by 
establishing a Mandate Waiver in the Department of Education (PDE) for transportation.  The 
bill would allow PDE, upon application by a school entity, to waive transportation requirements 
for pupils attending elementary or secondary schools, provided that the waiver would enable the 
school entity to operate in a more effective, efficient, or economical manner.  Under SB 60, the 
school entity must submit an application to PDE that has been adopted by the governing body of 
the school entity.  The application must state the need for the transportation waiver.  The entity 
must also be able to provide supporting data and information to show the benefits to be obtained 
by the waiver.  PDE will have sixty days from the receipt of the application to approve, 
disapprove, or request modifications to the application.  If the Department fails to act within sixty 
days, the waiver will be deemed approved.  If the application is not approved by PDE, the 
Department must provide a written reason for the disapproval.  The governing body may submit a 
revised application for a waiver.  Three years following the implementation of the waiver, the 
governing body shall submit an evaluation of the effectiveness of the program or operational 
change.  If the evaluation indicates improvement in school operations, the waiver will be renewed 
by the Department and will remain in effect unless rescinded by the governing body.  SB 60 was 
approved by a vote of 9-2. 
 

 Senate Bill 437 (Sen. Mike Folmer, R-48) would amend the Public School Code of 1949 to allow 
the Pennsylvania Department of Education to recognize and issue Military Science Certificates 
to applicants who have documentation of at least twenty years' military service and certification 
by the appropriate branch of the armed forces of the United States authorizing employment as a 
military science instructor.  SB 437 would allow those teaching JROTC to continue to provide 
instruction with a military science endorsement as an instructor provided the instructor has a 

http://pasenategop.com/committees/education/2013/031313/agenda.htm
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=10
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummary.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&chamber=S&cteeCde=23&theDate=03/19/2013&rNbr=94
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0060
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummary.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&chamber=S&cteeCde=23&theDate=03/19/2013&rNbr=95
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0437
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documented twenty years of service.  SB 437 was reported as amended.  SB 437 was 
unanimously approved. 

 

 Senate Bill 442 (Sen. Andrew Dinniman, D-19) would amend the Public School Code of 1949 to 
allow school or system leaders whose school or school district makes adequate yearly 
progress or shows growth under the value-added assessment system for the three prior 
school years to be exempt from continuing professional education requirements.  If for any 
reason the school or school district fails to make the necessary progress or growth for any year 
after the exemption is applicable, the leaders from that school or school district will not be exempt 
from the requirement of continuing education until an additional three years of consecutive 
progress or growth is once again achieved.  SB 442 was approved by a vote of 9-1.  

 

 House Bill 2 (Rep. Bernie O’Neill, R-29) would establish a Legislative Commission on Special 
Education Funding to develop a formula for the distribution of any increases in special 
education funding above the 2010-2011 funding level.  The House of Representatives 
unanimously approved the measure on March 11.  HB 2 is identical to Senate Bill 470 (Sen. Pat 
Browne, R-16) which unanimously passed the full Senate on March 14 and has been referred to 
the House Education Committee for further consideration.  Click here to read a fiscal note and 
analysis prepared by the staff of the House Appropriations Committee (R) for HB 2.  HB 2 was 
unanimously approved and was re-referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee on March 
20.   
 

House of Representatives 
 
 On March 12, the House Education Committee held a public hearing on mandate relief for school 

districts.  Panelists representing the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA), the 
Pennsylvania School Administrators Association (PASA), and the Pennsylvania School 
Business Officials (PASBO) were asked to respond to House Bill 135, sponsored by 
Representative Dan Truitt (R-156), which would re-instate the Mandate Waiver Program within the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).  The original Mandate Waiver Program, which expired 
at the end of 2010, allowed school districts to apply to PDE for a waiver from certain mandates.  
Under that program, PDE approved more than 1,000 applications for mandate relief (primarily in the 
areas of certification, purchasing and bidding) for nearly 100 districts statewide.  
 
The Truitt proposal would allow school districts to adopt a resolution to suspend any provision of 
the Public School Code of 1949, the regulations of the State Board of Education, or the 
standards of the Secretary of Education if the waiver would enable the school district to improve its 
instructional program or operate in a more effective, efficient or economical manner.  The resolution 
would have to include a memorandum detailing the rationale for the suspension of the mandate(s), 
along with a justification of how the change will improve instructional programs or allow the school 
entity to operate in a more effective, efficient, or economical manner.  Any school entity that would 
adopt a mandate suspension resolution would be required to notify PDE.  The Department 
would have sixty days to approve, disapprove, or modify the application.  However, if PDE fails to 
respond within the time period, the waiver is deemed approved.  If PDE disapproves an application, 
notice will be transmitted to the board and the board may resubmit an application.  Any school entity 
that would approve a mandate suspension resolution would be required every three years to assess 
the economic and/ or educational benefits of suspending the mandate.  Certain mandates affecting 
health, safety, and prohibiting discrimination would be specifically excluded under the Truitt bill.   

 
In addition to supporting HB 135, the panelists from PSBA, PASA, and PASBO also identified 
additional provisions of law that they would like to see be eligible for waiver under this proposed 
program.  Among those areas identified:  state provisions that exceed federal requirements; furloughs 
for economic reasons; collective bargaining; advertising/publishing of bids as legal notices in local 
newspapers; single prime contracting; and prevailing wage.   
 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummary.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&chamber=S&cteeCde=23&theDate=03/19/2013&rNbr=96
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0442
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummary.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&chamber=S&cteeCde=23&theDate=03/19/2013&rNbr=97
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0002
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=S&type=B&BN=0470
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/BI/FN/2013/0/HB0002P0537.pdf
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/RCC/PUBLIC/listVoteSummary.cfm?sYear=2013&sInd=0&chamber=S&cteeCde=23&theDate=03/19/2013&rNbr=93
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0135
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/1949/0/0014..HTM


 
 

 4 

Dr. Amy Morton, Executive Deputy Secretary for the Pennsylvania Department of Education, 
provided Committee members with the Administration’s rationale for recommending, as part of its 
budget proposal for FY 2013-2014, the establishment of a comprehensive mandate waiver program 
to allow school districts greater flexibility to manage personnel and resources, and to design 
educational programs to better meet the needs of today’s students.  The Corbett Administration 
proposes to modify and expand the previous mandate waiver program (which was in operation from 
2000-2010) “by using the same procedural framework that was in place but making it even more 
meaningful to school districts and streamlining the process.”  Specifically, the Administration would 
like to expand the sections of the Public School Code of 1949 that would be eligible for waiver, 
including but not limited to Article XI (Professional Employees) which pertains to laws governing 
educator certifications, qualifications, tenure, compensation, sabbaticals and collective bargaining (XI-
A).  Click here to review the written materials presented at the hearing.  To watch a video account of 
the hearing, click here.  
 

 On March 13, the House of Representatives approved the following legislative proposals: 
 

 House Bill 126 (Rep. David Maloney, R-130) would amend Section 2704 (relating to eligibility for 
license) by adding a new subsection to provide that upon the request of the Pennsylvania Game 
Commission, public school districts would be required to make a school facility under their 
control available for conducting hunter education courses.  The Commission must work with 
the school to schedule classes for a time that best suits both the school and the Commission.  All 
classes must comply with curriculum standards and program policies established by the 
Commission.  Under HB 126, schools would be compensated by the Commission for the actual 
cost incurred by the school related to the Commission’s use of the facility.  No fees may be 
charged to the public for the hunter education course.  HB 126 was approved by a vote of 189-7.  
It has been referred to the Senate Game and Fisheries Committee. 
 

 House Resolution 53 (Rep. Gary Day, R-187) would establish a select committee to investigate 
and to make recommendations concerning safety and security in public and nonpublic 
schools and institutions of higher education in the Commonwealth.  The select committee 
must submit a report of its findings and recommendations for any appropriate legislation to the 
House of Representatives no later than September 30, 2013.  HR 53 was unanimously approved 
by a vote of 196-0.  House Resolutions do not require any further action by the Senate.   
 

 On March 14, the House Education Committee held a public hearing on cyber charter school 
funding, specifically examining proposals contained in House Bill 618 (Rep. Joe Emrick, R-137) to 
allow school districts to include PSERS contributions to the list of budgeted expenditures withheld 
by school districts in their payments to cyber charter schools; and  House Bill 759 (Rep. Mike Reese, 
R-59) which proposes to change  the funding formula for cyber charter schools by allowing school 
districts to deduct additional categories of costs from the amount school districts pay to cyber charter 
schools; provide for direct payment of charter school entities by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education (PDE); and lengthen the initial and renewal terms to five and ten years, respectively, for 
charters other than those approved by a school district of the first class. 
 
Panelists representing statewide education organizations including the Pennsylvania School 
Boards Association (PSBA), Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO), 
Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators (PASA), and the Pennsylvania State 
Education Association (PSEA) voiced their support of HB 618.  While most of the education 
organizations agreed that HB 759 is a good first step, they expressed concern that the legislation 
does not address other areas that impact school districts -like the special education tuition 
calculation - emphasizing that “charters shouldn’t charge a tuition rate to schools for services that 
are not being provided.”   
 
They also stated their opposition to extending the renewal period for charters and emphasized 
that if the legislature adopts this change, there should also be an increase in oversight from PDE and 
the resident school districts to ensure that the charter school is providing a quality education for the 
length of its term.  The education organizations also oppose the provision for direct payment to 
charter and cyber charter schools.  Under the bill, PDE would subtract charter school payments 

http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/1949/0/0014.011..HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/1949/0/0014.011A.HTM
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/WU01/LI/LI/US/HTM/1949/0/0014.011A.HTM
http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/mandate%20relief.pdf
http://www.pahousegop.com/wsa.aspx
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0126
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action1.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&bill_body=H&bill_type=B&bill_nbr=126&rc_dte=03/13/2013
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&bn=53
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/Legis/RC/Public/rc_view_action1.cfm?sess_yr=2013&sess_ind=0&rc_body=H&bill_body=H&bill_type=R&bill_nbr=53&rc_dte=03/13/2013
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0618
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0759
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directly from a school district’s state subsidy.  While testifiers said they understand the intent to 
streamline payments and avoid discrepancies and administrative delays from the school districts, 
they believe that HB 759 could create problems and remove financial oversight from the sending 
district.       
 
Individuals representing the Pennsylvania Coalition of Public Charter Schools, Pennsylvania 
Families for Public Cyber Schools, StudentsFirst, and Charter Choices testified to the value of 
public charter and cyber charter schools for the thousands of students and their families who 
participate in such programs here in the Commonwealth.  The panelists spoke in opposition to the 
legislative proposals characterizing them as “arbitrary” and “ignoring the detail and reality of 
education funding."  They testified that these proposals directly conflict with the goal of equitable 
funding and perpetuate the inequities between traditional schools and public charters.     
 
Written testimony was also submitted by the School District of Philadelphia and The Pennsylvania 
League of Women Voters.  Click here to read the written testimony.  To view a video account of the 
Committee’s proceedings, click here.  
 

 On March 20, the House Education Committee reported the following bills from Committee:  
 

 House Bill 930 (Rep. Bernie O’Neill, R-29) which proposes to amend the Professional 
Educator's Discipline Act by: (1) Expanding the jurisdiction of the Professional Standards and 
Practices Commission to include educators holding Private Academic School certification and 
educators working for independent contractors in public schools; (2) Expanding the bases for 
discipline to include founded and indicated reports of child abuse as well as “grooming” 
behaviors such as sending a student sexually explicit text messages; (3) Expanding mandatory 
reporting to PDE to include all educators who resign following an allegation of misconduct; (4) 
Shortening the time period for mandatory reporting to PDE; (5) Prohibiting school entities from 
entering into confidential settlement agreements; (6) Protecting school districts that provide 
accurate references for employees who resign while facing allegations of misconduct; and 
(7) Eliminating the current statute of limitations for the filing of misconduct complaints. 

 

 House Resolution 139 (Rep. Ryan Aument, R-41) which directs  the Legislative Budget and 
Finance Committee (LBFC) to conduct a comprehensive study of the status of special 
education for gifted students in the Commonwealth, including but not limited to the process for 
identifying children as gifted, the process for developing and implementing gifted individualized 
education plans, the programs and services provided to gifted students and the manner and cost 
of providing such programs and services, a demographic breakdown of the children who benefit 
from such programs and services, and recommendations for changes to law, regulation, or policy 
that may be needed to improve special education for gifted children in this Commonwealth.  The 
LBFC report to the Education Committee of the House of Representatives would be due no later 
than six months after adoption of the resolution by the House. 

 
Following the voting meeting, the Committee held an information hearing on House Bill 983 (Rep. 
Ryan Aument, R-41) which amends the Public School Code of 1949 by adding an article designated 
as Online Education Initiative.  The new article of the Code would require the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education (PDE) to establish and administer a clearinghouse for online courses which 
would be made accessible to school entities, including school districts, joint school districts, charter 
and cyber charter schools, intermediate units, and area vocational-technical schools.  The proposed 
clearinghouse would include any online course for students in grades three through twelve which has 
been reviewed and approved by the Department.  Online courses submitted for use under this 
program would be developed and submitted by organizations, businesses, institutions of higher 
education, and school entities.  An online course would be approved for use under this program if it is 
aligned to the state academic standards, provides a detailed and quality curriculum and accountability 
program, possesses an assessment component, and if it is properly adapted to the age and needs of 
the students.  The bill would also require the Secretary of Education to submit a report on the 
program to the Governor and the General Assembly by June 30, 2020. 
 

http://www.eplc.org/notebook2013/HouseED%20charterfunding.pdf
http://www.pahousegop.com/wsa.aspx
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=930
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=R&BN=0139
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sind=0&body=H&type=B&BN=0983


 
 

 6 

Secretary of Education Ronald Tomalis testified to the importance of virtual and digital learning in 
today’s classrooms and said that by “implementing a statewide online learning initiative, like House 
Bill 983, Pennsylvania will further demonstrate its commitment to increasing student choice and 
achievement.”  He went on to remind lawmakers that Governor Corbett has proposed the expansion 
of digital learning as part of his fiscal year 2013-2014 budget.  While he believes the Aument proposal 
would move the Commonwealth forward, the Secretary offered the following observations about the 
bill:  The Department recommends a tiered implementation, starting with grades 9-12 in year one, 
adding grades 6-8 in year two, and adding grades 3-5 in year three; and participation in the program 
should be open to any provider that offers a course that can meet the Department’s rigorous review 
standards.  The application fee for course review and renewal should be sufficient to cover PDE’s full 
costs; and course fees should not be artificially capped, but should be set by the provider.  Click here 
to read the written testimony of the Secretary.     
 

   

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
The 313

th
 meeting of the State Board of Education was held in Harrisburg on March 13-14.  The Board 

approved (by a vote of 12-1) a motion to adopt final-form regulation Chapter 4 (Academic Standards and 
Assessment).  The proposed Chapter 4 regulation revises the state’s academic standards to reflect the 
Pennsylvania Common Core Standards and requires that students demonstrate proficiency on the 
Keystone Exams or another validated exam as a requirement for high school graduation.  In addition, the 
revised regulation addresses assessment security concerns by removing the ability of a parent or 
guardian to review state assessments prior to their administration unless the review is necessary to 
determine whether the assessment conflicts with their religious belief.  References to strategic planning 
have been removed from the proposal. 
 
The regulations will now be transmitted for review to the Independent Regulatory Review Commission 
(IRRC) and the Education Committees of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and Senate.  The 
standing committees will have an opportunity to approve, disapprove or notify the State Board of 
Education and IRRC of its intent to review the regulation before the IRRC votes to approve or disapprove 
the final regulations.  
 
The Board received reports from the Secretary of Education Ronald Tomalis, Dr. Amy Morton, 
Executive Deputy Secretary of PDE, and Carolyn Angelo, Executive Director of the Professional 
Standards and Practices Commission:   
 
 Secretary of Education Ronald Tomalis reported on the effect of sequestration in terms of 

education funding.  He said that there will be a delayed impact that will not be felt until the 2013-2014 
school year.  But he quickly noted that negotiations are ongoing and situations can change until then.  
He also reminded members of the Board and public that the PSSA for Writing were being 
administered that week (March 11-15) for students in grades 5 and 8.  Click here for the complete 
2012-2013 PSSA Testing Schedule.  Tomalis also briefed the Board on the public discourse 
pertaining to higher education governance, in particular the size of boards of trustees being 
excessively large.  Tomalis wrapped up his report by announcing the reinstatement of the 
Governor’s School for Sciences at Carnegie Mellon University this summer.  The program is 
designed to provide talented Pennsylvania students with enrichment opportunities in the fields of 
science and mathematics.  

 
 Dr. Amy Morton, Executive Deputy Secretary PDE, provided an overview of the Department’s ESEA 

Flexibility Proposal that was submitted to the U.S. Department of Education (USDE) on February 28.  
During the month of April, the proposal will undergo peer review.  It is possible the proposal could be 
approved by the USDE before the end of this school year, but that is contingent upon many factors.  
Dr. Morton noted that the full proposal is not available on PDE’s website due to possible modifications 
to the plan.  However, there are links to an introduction/overview and an Executive Summary of the 
key principles for review.  Click here for more details.   

 
 Carolyn Angelo, Director of the Professional Standards and Practices Commission (PSPC), 

reported that legislation (HB 930) amending the Professional Educator Discipline Act was to be 

http://eplc.org/notebook2013/HouseED%20HB983.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/current_initiatives/19720/chapter_4/1120975
http://www.education.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_0_252_0_0_47/http;/pubcontent.state.pa.us/publishedcontent/publish/cop_hhs/pde/single_web/programs/programs_s_z/state_assessment_system/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment__pssa_/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment__pssa_.html
http://www-pgss.mcs.cmu.edu/
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/federal_programs/7374/p/1433522
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/federal_programs/7374/p/1433522
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/federal_programs/7374/p/1433522
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2013&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=930
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/professional_educator_discipline_act/19695
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considered by the House Education Committee on Wednesday, March 20.  Shortly after the House 
takes action, an identical proposal will be considered by the Senate Education Committee.  She 
expressed optimism that the measure would pass in both chambers, remarking that most of the 
statewide education organizations are on board with the proposed changes.  Secretary Tomalis 
added that the Governor’s proposed budget for FY 2013-2014 includes a one-time fee of $25 to be 
added to the cost of obtaining a teaching certificate, which will be placed in a special account to 
support the work of the Commission in investigating educator misconduct.         

 
 

EPLC NEWS 

The March edition of “Focus on Pennsylvania Education” examined the issue of Student Testing.  
Click here to watch the latest episode!  The subject for the show in April will be the work of school boards 
and school directors.  The monthly show produced by EPLC and PCN will be broadcast on PCN at 
9:00 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of every month, now through June, and then again this fall in 
September through December.  PCN typically repeats the broadcast at later times each month.  To learn 
more, visit http://pcntv.com/new-series-focus-on-education/.  Information about sponsorships available for 
the show can be obtained by contacting Ron Cowell at 717-260-9900 or at cowell@eplc.org. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 On March 13, Secretary of Education Ron Tomalis released a press statement reminding and 

encouraging all Pennsylvania public, nonpublic, and private high school students to participate in the 
“In Lincoln’s Footsteps” speech contest.  This year marks the 150th anniversary of President 
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.  As part of this historical celebration, Pennsylvania's high 
school students and teachers are invited to participate in this statewide speech contest.  The contest, 
in which Governor Tom Corbett and First Lady Susan Corbett serve as honorary co-chairs, is 
sponsored by the Gettysburg Foundation, Martel and Associates, and Cotter Brobson 
Communications.  For more information, visit www.inlincolnsfootsteps.com. 
 

 On Tuesday, March 19, arts and education leaders, including EPLC President Ron Cowell, joined 
with several members of the Pennsylvania General Assembly at the State Capitol for the 2013 Arts 
Education Advocacy Day.  Click here to learn more about the day’s events and the Pennsylvania 
Arts Education Network. 

 

  

DATEBOOK 
 

 The House Finance Committee will hold an informational meeting on Property Tax Reform in 
Harrisburg on Tuesday, April 16 at 9:00 AM. 
 

 
 

 

EPLC Education Notebook is published by The Education Policy and Leadership Center (EPLC).  

Permission to reprint or electronically redistribute the Notebook in whole or in part is granted provided 
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